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1. Who was Prime Minister in Canada in the year you were born? 
Do you remember the fi rst time you cast a ballot? What issues 
infl uenced how you voted then? Has your political perspective 
changed over time?

2. Where would you place yourself on the scale of political 
engagement: From, all in to all out? Are you more passive or 
more of an activist? Disengaged or engaged? Why? How does 
your faith shape your engagement?

3. The guiding principles for talking about “dirty words” was 
to do so in the light of Scripture, in the midst of community 
and under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Do you agree or 
disagree? Is there anything you would add?

4. Read Ephesians 4:15, 1 Corinthians 1:10, and Proverbs 17:14. 
What does it look like to season our words with integrity, 
character, grace and love?

5. Read Matt hew 22:15–22. This is perhaps one of the best known 
political sayings in the Bible (perhaps the most misinterpreted 
too!) What do you think Jesus meant by “Render to Caesar?” 
When it is necessary to oppose the commands of those with 
power? How do you do that in a Christ-like way that still 
respects authority?

6. Read Romans 12:15-13:7. With echoes of Jesus’ Sermon on the 
Mount (Matt hew 5-7), these verses portray the challenging 
pathway of following Jesus as Lord, especially that of refusing 
revenge in the face of evil. How do these verses provide an 
alternative vision to that of standard politics?

7. What principle from Sunday’s message most resonated with 
you or challenged you? What do you think God might be 
asking you to do in response to it?

8. Read Psalm 72. Identify the characteristics and actions of a 
godly ruler. Pray for them to be displayed and implemented by 
those in political power. How can you seek to emulate them in 
your own actions and character?

Ponder, Pray or Memorize this week
“I urge, then fi rst of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession 
and thanksgiving be made for all people - for kings and all 
those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in 
all godliness and holiness.” 1 Timothy 2:1

Those in authority oft en only hear from their constituents 
when there is a complaint. What leader might God want to use 
you to pray for, or encourage this week?

THRIVe (EXPLORE BIBLICAL TRUTH)

CONNECT (build relationships)

COMMIT (be on mission)

compasscompass


