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Character
S K E T C H E S



 

1. What was the most lavish or lengthy banquet, reception 
or party you have ever attended? What was the occasion? 
Was there anyone famous there? What made it so grand/
memorable?     
 
 

2. What is the next big event that you are looking forward to in 
your life? A reunion, birthday? anniversary? family vacation? 
graduation? or retirement? How are you going to celebrate?   
 
 
 
 
 

3. Read Esther 1:1-12.  Is Esther a familiar story or a new one? 
Summary the scene. Why such an opulent banquet? Who 
came? What does this tell you about the king’s power, wealth 
and ego?     
 

4.  Why do you think Queen Vashti throws a separate party? Why 
does the King send for her? Why do you think she refused to 
come when the consequences would be so severe? How is she 
the hero or the moral example in chapter 1.     
 

5. Read Esther 1:13-22. What was the King’s reaction? Why? 
What advice is the King given in response to this public 
embarrassment? Notice the rippling effect of sin that soon 
grips every family in empire.  Where and how does sin 
multiply in our culture?     
 
 
  

6. Who is the “Memucan” in your life, the person you go to for 
advice? What should people look for in someone from who 
they are seeking wise counsel? 
 
 
 
 

7. Where in your life are you working on (or need to) humility, 
control of anger, substance abuse, respecting others (especially 
the vulnerable), being modest in the use of our wealth and 
power? Where are you seeking help for God and others?    
 
      

8. When you are in a situation where there is celebrated moral 
compromise and carousing, how do you normally respond? Is 
there something different that, with God’s help you would like 
to do? How might 1 Corinthians 10:13 apply?  
 
  

9. Are you facing an important decision that has significant 
consequences in your life and the life of others? What is your 
discernment and decision-making process? How can your 
friends help? 
 
 
 
Ponder, Pray or Memorize this week  
“No test or temptation that comes your way is beyond the 
course of what others have had to face. All you need to 
remember is that God will never let you down; he’ll never let 
you be pushed past your limit; he’ll always be there to help you 
come through it.” 1 Corinthians 10:13 MSG

THRIVe (EXPLORE BIBLICAL TRUTH)

CONNECT (build relationships)

COMMIT (be on mission)
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